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FOREWORD 


This is the twenty-fifth annual report of the Ontario Ministry 
of Labour on collective bargaining agreement expirations. Le 
describes the extent of collective bargaining activity in Ontario 
for renewal of agreements scheduled to expire in 1992. 


The report, derived from information in the Ministry’s 
Collective Agreements Library as of December 31, 1991, identifies 
all 1992 bargaining situations known to the Ministry as of that 
date. It does not include situations that will result from recent 
or future certifications by the Ontario Labour Relations Board, or 
new agreements that had not been ratified when the report was 
completed. 


The report consists of five tables. Part A of Table 1 shows 
the total number of all agreements expiring by industry and month of 
expiration; and Part B shows the number of employees who will be 
affected. Table 2 gives a distribution of the total expirations by 
industry and size of bargaining unit. Table 3 shows the total 
number of all agreements expiring and employees involved by union 
and month of expiration. Table 4 lists only those agreements 
covering 200 or more employees by month of expiration and Table 5 
lists them by industry. 


Appendix I lists the major agreements (those covering 1,000 or 
more employees) expiring in 1992. Appendix II explains the SIC 
(Standard Industrial Classification) used in Tables 4 and 5, and 
Appendix III defines the occupational group codes. 


The report was prepared in the Office of Collective Bargaining 
Information, Industrial Relations Division, Ontario Ministry of 
Labour. 
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ONTARIO COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
AGREEMENT EXPIRATIONS, 1992 


Introduction 


Collective bargaining activity in 1992 will be lighter in terms of the 
number of expiries but heavier in terms of the number of employees affected 
than the previous year. 3,276 agreements, covering 560,695 employees, are 
scheduled to expire during the year, compared to 4,157 agreements covering 
554,618 employees in 1991. (See Tables 1A and 1B.) 


The 1992 expiries represent 34% of the 9,692 agreements in the Ministry 
of Labour’s Collective Agreements Library as of December 31, 1991 and affect 
38% of the 1,477,031 total Ontario employees covered by agreements. 


With respect to the number of employees affected, the upcoming 
negotiations will be concentrated in construction, education and related 
services, retail trade, local government and health and welfare services. 
These sectors account for 60% of the total number of employees covered by 
agreements expiring in 1992. 


A major set of negotiations in the public sector will involve Ontario 
Hydro and approximately 20,000 employees represented by the Canadian Union of 
Public Employees (CUPE). In the private sector, negotiations will take place 
between Bell Canada and 12,000 employees represented by the Canadian Telephone 
Employees Union and between Great Atlantic and Pacific Company of Canada and 
18,500 employees represented by either the United Food and Commercial Workers 
or the Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Employees Union. Other major 
negotiations are listed in Appendix I. 


Economic Setting 


Economic forecasts indicate that bargaining in 1992 will take place ina 
fragile but improving economic environment. The trend of the mid-eighties, 
characterized by strong growth in Ontario’s economy (average annual growth was 
6.1%), has been supplanted by negative real growth over the past two years. 

In 1990 and 1991 Ontario’s real gross domestic product declined by an 
estimated 0.8% and 1.9% respectively. However, most economists believe growth 


will return in 1992. The provincial government forecasts growth of 3.8% for 
the coming year. | 


The annual inflation rate, as measured by the Ontario Consumer Price 
Index, was 3.2% in November, down from its November 1990 rate of 4.7%. The 
national inflation rate declined from 5.0% in November 1990 to 4.2% in 
November 1991. Price increases, occurring mostly in early 1991, were 
primarily due to the impact of the federal Goods and Services Tax (GST). Over 
the remainder of the year, prices have remained relatively stable. The 
provincial government has forecasted continued decline in both the Ontario and 
national inflation rates for 1992. 


The national unemployment rate was 10.3% in November. It has been above 
10% since February, peaking in August at 10.6%. The unemployment rate in 
Ontario peaked at 10.2% in June and remained high throughout the rest of the 
year. November’s rate was 9.6%, up 2.1% from November 1990’s rate of 7.5%. 
Ontario’s unemployment rate is expected to decline, but only marginally, to 
9.3% in 1992. 


Under collective agreements covering 200 or more Ontario employees, 
negotiated wage increases in settlements ratified in the first quarter of 1991] 
averaged 6.3% per year, declined to 5.1% in the second quarter, and to 4.9% in 
the third. 


Pay equity and free trade will continue to influence collective 
bargaining in 1992. While CPI figures indicate that the immediate 
inflationary impact of the GST has been largely absorbed, it may also continue 
to influence bargaining in the coming year. However, given the current 
economic climate and job losses in the Ontario economy, job security 
provisions, including restrictions on layoffs and income protection for laid 
off workers, are likely to remain key issues in negotiations during 1992. 


Monthly Activity 


March, April and December have the largest number of contract 
expirations in 1992 and account for 46% of the total expirations. These three 
months contain 50% of the total number of employees expected to bargain in 
1992. In terms of employees, April is the heaviest month, with 146,360 
employees covered by 413 agreements. The April figures include 117,814 
employees under 92 agreements in the construction sector. April alone 
accounts for 26% of employees involved in 1992 expirations. 


Industry Activity 


Non-manufacturing sector bargaining will account for 64% of all 
agreements expiring in 1992 and 78% of the employees covered. The major 
negotiations will take place in construction, education, retail trade, local 
government and health and welfare services. Together, these five industries 
account for 59% of the 2,103 agreements expiring in the non-manufacturing 
sector and 77% of the 439,088 employees covered by agreements in this sector. 
While construction and education and related services alone represent only 25% 
of the non-manufacturing expirations, they represent 51% of the non- 
manufacturing employees involved. 


As was the case last year, key industries in the manufacturing sector in 
which bargaining will occur include transportation equipment, fabricated 
metals, food and beverage and electrical products. These four groups comprise 
42% of manufacturing expirations and 49% of the employees covered by 
agreements in this sector. 
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Group Code 


FRU 
FRU/PRC 

GARD 

METC 

ncsTt 

orr 

OrF/PRP 
Orr/PRF/SLS 
OrPF/SLS 

OFP/TCH 

OFF /TCH/PRF 

OFF /TCH/PRF/SLS 
OFF /TCH/SLS 
omsc 

OTH 

PLC 

PLU 

PLU/PLC 

PROD 

PRD/OFF 
PRO/OFF/PRF 
PRD/OFF, PRF/SLS 
PRD/OFF/SLS 
PRD/OPPF/TCH 
PRO/OFP/TCH/PRF 
PRD/OFP/TCH/PRF/SLS 
PRO/OFP/TCH/SLS 
PRO/PRF 

PRD/SLS 

PRO/TCM 
PRO/TCH/PREF 
PRO/TCH/PRP/SLS 
PRD/TCH/SLS 

PRE 

PRF/SLS 

PSC 

PSO 

SLs 

sor 

TCH 

TCH/PRP 
TCH/PRF/SLS 
TCH/SLS 

TST 


Appendix [II 


Definition of Group Codes 


Group Description 


Se em ee we we we ee ee we we we we we ae es ees ee = ee 


ELECTRICAL OPERATORS 

PIREFIGHTER CIVILIANS 

FIREFIGHTERS 
PIREPIGHTERS/PIREPIGHTER CIVILIANS 
GUARDS 

MAINTENANCE TRADES 

BUCLEAR GENERATING STATIONS 

OFFICE 

OPFPICE/PROFESSIONAL 
OPFICE/PROPESSIONAL/SALES 
OPFICE/SALES 

OFFICE /TECHSICAL 
OFPFICE/TECHNICAL/PROPESSIONAL 
OPPICE/TECHNICAL/PROFESSIYONAL/ SALES 
OFPICE/TECHMICAL/SALES 

ON-SITE CONSTRUCTION TRADES/CRAFTS 
OTHER 

POLICE CIVILIANS 

POLICE OFFICERS 

POLICE OPFICERS/POLICE CIVILIASS 
PRODUCTIOM/RELATED 

PRODUCTION /OFPPICE 

PRODUCTION /OPFICE/PROFESSIONAL 
PRODUCTION /OFPFICE/PROFESSIONAL /SALES 
PRODUCTION /OFPFICE/SALES 

PRODUCTION /OFFPICE/TECHNICAL 
PRODUCTION/OFPPICE/PECHNICAL/ PROFESSIONAL 
PRODUCTION /OFPICE/TECHNICAL/ PROPESSIONAL/SALE 
PRODUCTION /OFFICE/TECHNICAL/ SALES 
PRODUCTION/PROFESSIONAL 
PRODUCTIOS/SALES 
PRODUCTION/TECHNICAL 
PROOUCTION/TECHNICAL/ PROPESSIONAL 
PROODUCTION/TECHNICAL/ PROFESSIONAL/SALES 
PRODUCTION /TECHNICAL/SALES 
PROPESSIOMAL 

PROPESSIOMAL/SALES 

POLICE SENIOR CIVILIANS 

POLICE SENIOR OFFICERS 

SALES 

SEBIOR OFFICERS 

TECHBICAL 

TECHMICAL/PROFESSIONAL 
TECHBICAL/PROPESSIONAL/SALES 
TECHMICAL/SALES 

THERMAL GENERATING STATIONS 


7) anagement Services 
Ontario Office of Collective Bargaining Information 











FOREWORD 


This is the twenty-sixth annual report of the Office of Collective 
Bargaining Information on collective agreement expirations. It describes the 
extent of collective bargaining activity in Ontario for renewal of agreements 
scheduled to expire in 1993. 


The report, derived from information in the Office’s Collective 
Agreements Library as of January 11, 1993, identifies all 1993 bargaining 
situations known to the Office as of that date. It does not include situations 
that will result from recent or future certifications by the Ontario Labour 
Relations Board, or new agreements that had not been ratified when the 
report was completed. 


The report consists of five tables. Part A of Table 1 shows the total 
number of all agreements expiring by industry and month of expiration and 
Part B shows the number of employees who will be affected. Table 2 gives 
a distribution of the total expirations by industry and size of bargaining unit. 
Table 3 shows the total number of all agreements expiring and employees 
involved by union and month of expiration. Table 4 lists only those 
agreements covering 200 or more employees by month of expiration and 
Table 5 lists them by industry. 


Appendix I lists the major agreements (those covering 1,000 or more 
employees) expiring in 1993. Appendix II explains the SIC (Standard 
Industrial Classification) used in Tables 4 and 5, and Appendix III defines the 
occupational group codes. 


The report was prepared in the Office of Collective Bargaining 
Information, Labour Management Services, Ontario Ministry of Labour. 
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ONTARIO COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
AGREEMENT EXPIRATIONS, 1993 





Introduction 


Collective bargaining activity will be heavier 
both in terms of the number of expirations and 
the number of employees affected than during 
the previous year. 3,608 agreements, covering 
632,594 employees, are scheduled to expire in 
1993, compared to 3,276 agreements, covering 
560,695 employees during 1992. (See Figure 1 
and Tables 1A and 1B.) 


The 1993 expiries represent 37% of the 9,696 
current Ontario agreements held in the Ministry 
of Labour’s Collective Agreements Library as of 
January 12, 1993 and affect 43% of the 
1,469,951 Ontario employees covered by 
agreements. 


With respect to the number of employees 
affected, the upcoming negotiations will be 
concentrated in education and related services, 
health and welfare services, transportation 
equipment, transportation, provincial and 
federal governments’. These sectors account for 
68% of employees covered by agreements 
expiring in 1993. 


Major sets of negotiations in the public sector 
will involve Ontario’s hospitals and _ several 
unions including the Ontario Nurses’ 
Association and the Service Employees Inter- 





* Agreements covering 76,000 federal government 
employees scheduled to expire in 1993 may be extended 
for two years pending the passage of Bull C-105, the 
Government Expenditures Restraint Act, 1993. 





KEY NEGOTIATIONS, 1993 


Ontario Nurses 
Association 


March Ontario Hospitals 


primarily Pulp and Paper CEP, Paperworkers 
April Industry International 


Toronto Transit 
June Tre 
Commission Transit Union Int’l 


Boeing 


ae (de Havilland) 


CAW 


primarily PSAC, Professional 
June AOS Sea SOUL II, Institute, Others 


July Stelco Steelworkers 


primarily Education and Hager fi 
August Related Services anOUs SIONS 
Auto Industry 


(GM, Ford, Chrysler) cay 


September 


September 
& October 


Service Employees 


ntari i 
Ontario Hospitals International, CUPE 


November Bell Canada CEP 


December | Ontario Government OPSEU 


Railways 


December (CN, CP, VIA) 


Various Unions 


national Union. Key private sector 
negotiations will take place between the major 
automakers and 58,000 employees represented 
by the Canadian Auto Workers. Other major 
negotiations are listed in Appendix 1. 


Economic Setting 


Economic forecasts indicate that bargaining in 
1993 will take place in an improving economic 
environment. The trend of the mid-eighties, 
characterized by strong growth in Ontario’s 
economy, was supplanted by negative real 
growth in 1990 and 1991. Ontario’s real: gross 
domestic product declined by 3.1% in 1990 and 
2.9% in 1991. The provincial treasury estimates 
that the economy grew by 1.5% in 1992 
indicating a slow economic recovery. Economic 
recovery is expected to continue in the coming 


year with moderate growth forecast at 3.8%. 


The annual inflation rate, as measured by the 
Ontario Consumer Price Index, dropped to very 
low levels in 1992 reaching 0.5% in June. The 
rate in December was 1.6%, down from its 
December 1991 rate of 3.1%. The national 
inflation rate declined from 4.2% in November 
1991 to 1.7% in November 1992. The provincial 
treasury forecasts that inflation will remain 
stable at 2% over the next three years. 


The national unemployment rate has remained 
above 11% since March, reaching 11.8% in 
November. The unemployment rate in Ontario 
peaked at 11.3% in August and September and 
has remained high throughout the rest of the 
year. December’s rate was 11.1%, up from 
December 1991’s rate of 9.7%. Current 
forecasts predict that Ontario’s unemployment 
rate will drop marginally to 10.6% in 1993. 


EMPLOYEES ('000) 


Figure 1 - ONTARIO EXPIRATIONS, 
EMPLOYEES COVERED, 1973-1993 
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Under collective agreements covering 200 or 
more Ontario employees, negotiated wage 
increases in settlements ratified in the first 
quarter of 1992 averaged 2.7% per year, rising 
slightly to 2.9% in the second quarter and to 
3.1% in the third. 


Changing trading relations and _ high © 
unemployment will continue to influence 
collective bargaining in 1993. Ongoing 


restructuring in Ontario’s manufacturing base 
and fiscal restraint in the public sector will 
likely place issues of work re-organization, 
lay-off protection and income security high on 
this year’s bargaining agenda. 


Monthly Activity 

_ March and i come el the largest number Figure 2 - 1993 MONTHLY EXPIRATIONS, 
of contract expirations in 1993 and account for AGREEMENTS 
43% of the total expirations. March alone 
represents one quarter of the year’s expirations. Total Number of 

| eet Agreements 

In terms of employees, December is the ee 3,608 


heaviest month, with 123,628 employees covered 
by 641 agreements. The December figures 


monthly average 


include 51,000 provincial government 301 


employees. Other active months include March, 


AGREEMENTS 


June, August and September which combined 
cover 336,796 of the affected employees. These 
five months together account for 63% of 
expirations and 73% of the total number of 





employees scheduled to bargain in 1993. (See 
Figures 2 and 3.) 


Industry Activity 


Bargaining in 1993 will be concentrated in non- Figure 3 - 1993 MONTHLY EXPIRATIONS, 


manufacturing industries. Non-manufacturing EMPLOYEES COVERED 


sector bargaining will account for 69% of all Jee 
Total Number of 
Employees 
632,594 


expiring agreements and 71% of the total 
employee coverage. The major negotiations will 


— 
(2) 
(o) 


take place in health and welfare services, monthly average 


education and related services, transportation, a 


@ 
°o 


local, provincial, and federal governments. 


o 
je) 


Together, these six industries represent 64% of 


EMPLOYEES ('000) 


non-manufacturing expirations and 82% of 


ps 
[o) 


employees covered in this sector. Education 
and related services and health and welfare 
services account for nearly half of the 0 





agreements expiring in the non-manufacturing 


sector and 40% of the non-manufacturing 
employees involved. 


Key industries bargaining in the manufacturing 
sector include food and beverage, paper, 
primary metals and transportation equipment. 
These four industries account for 35% of 
manufacturing sector expirations and 68% of 
the 181,212 employees involved. Although 
transportation equipment represents only 8% of 
the agreements expiring in this sector, it 
accounts for 41% of employees bargaining in 
manufacturing sector industries. 


Union Activity 


Of the over one hundred unions with 
agreements expiring in 1993, the Canadian 
Auto Workers, the Public Service Alliance of 
Canada and the Ontario Public Service 
Employees Union represent a third of all 
employees expected to bargain in 1993. In 
terms of the number of collective agreement 
expirations, the Ontario Nurses’ Association, 
the Canadian Union of Public Employees and 
the Service Employees International Union 
will bargain for 30% of agreements expiring in 
1993. (See Table 3.) 
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FOREWORD 


This is the twenty-seventh annual report of the Office of Collective Bargaining 
Information on collective agreement expirations. It describes the extent of 
collective bargaining activity in Ontario for renewal of agreements scheduled 
to expire in 1994. 


The report, derived from information in the Office’s Collective Agreements 
Library as of February 21, 1994, identifies all 1994 bargaining situations 
known to the Office as of that date. It does not include situations that will 
result from recent or future certifications by the Ontario Labour Relations 
Board, or new agreements that had not been ratified when the report was 
completed. 


The report was prepared in the Office of Collective Bargaining Information, 
Labour Management Services, Ontario Ministry of Labour. 


For further information on this publication or other services please call 
(416) 326-1260. 
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ONTARIO COLLECTIVE BARGAINING, 
AGREEMENT EXPIRATIONS, 1994 


Collective bargaining activity in 1994 will be 
somewhat lighter than the previous year in 
terms of the number of agreements up for 
renewal as well as the number of employees 
involved. During 1994, 2,830 agreements 
covering a total of 381,992 employees are set 
to expire compared to 3,608 agreements 
covering 632,594 employees last year. This 
year’s lighter volume follows a heavy year in 
1993, which involved a large number of key 
negotiations. (See Figure 1 below.) 


The agreements up for renewal in 1994 
represent 29% of the 9,651 active agreements 
in Ontario, and 26% of Ontario’s 1,447,054 
unionized employees. 


Upcoming negotiations will be concentrated 
in Education and Related Services, Retail 
Trade, Electric-Gas & Water, Health and 
Welfare Services and Local Government. 
These sectors will account for over half of all 
employees up for bargaining in 1994. Key 
negotiations are presented to the right. 
Major negotiations are listed in Table 7. 











KEY NEGOTIATIONS IN 1994 


EmPLover/SECTOR ieee EMPLOYEES 
February | Northern Telecom He CAW ie} 
CUPE 


CAW 

May INCO 
June DeHavilland : 

primarily Retail Food UFCW, 
Industry Steelworkers 
Falconbridge 

Colleges OPSEU 

Schoo! Boards 
CAW 


August 
August 
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Efile] eels 


August 
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December General Electric es 
Decatibes SONG, cu | 2,100 


December Ontario Hydro Independent 7,800 
Professional Local Union 
City & Metro CUPE 16,000 
Toronto 
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Figure 1 - ONTARIO COLLECTIVE AGREEMENT 
EXPIRATIONS, EMPLOYEES COVERED, 1974-1994 
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Source: Office of Collective Bargaining Information, Labour Management Services 
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Economic Setting 


Economic forecasts indicate that bargaining in 1994 
will take place in an improving economic 
environment. The economic downturn trend 
observed since 1989, with negative growth in real 
gross domestic product, has rebound in 1992 and 
1993. The provincial treasury estimates that the 
economy grew by 2.1% in 1993, up from 0.9% in 
1992, indicating a slow economic recovery. 
Economic recovery is expected to continue in the 
coming year with moderate growth forecast at 
3.4%. (See Figure 2 below.) 


The annual inflation rate, as measured by the 
Ontario Consumer Price Index, rose slightly from 
a very low level of 1.1% in 1992 to an average of 
1.7% in 1993. The provincial treasury forecasts that 
inflation will remain stable at 1.6% next year and 
average 1.5% over the 1995-97 period. 


The national unemployment rate has remained 
above 11% since March 1992, with an average of 
11.2% in 1993. The unemployment rate in Ontario 
peaked at 11.3% in August and September 1992 
and has remained high in both 1992 and 1993. The 
average unemployment rates for 1992 and 1993 
were 10.8% and 10.6% respectively. Current 





ECONOMIC GROWTH 
ag Oritario Growth In Real Gross Domestic Product 
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(estimate) (forecast) 


Source: Statistics Canada and Ontario Ministry of Finance 


Figure 2 - SELECTED ECONOMIC INDICATORS, 1989-1994 


forecasts predict that Ontario’s unemployment rate 
will drop marginally to 10.3% in 1994. 


Under collective agreements covering 200 or more 
Ontario employees reaching settlements during 
1993, increases to base wages averaged 1.0% per 
year over the terms of the contracts, down from 
2.7% in 1992. This year’s overall average reflects 
diverging public and private sector trends with an 
overall average of 0.5% in the public sector and 
2.0% in the private sector. In the previous year 
settlements averaged 2.8% in the public sector and 
2.7% in the private sector. 


Continuing slack in the economy and high 
unemployment will continue to influence collective 
bargaining in 1994. Ongoing restructuring and 
technological changes in Ontario’s manufacturing 
base and the influence of the Social Contract Act in 
the public sector will likely place issues of lay-off 
protection, income security, work re-organization 
and training and re-training high on this year’s 
bargaining agenda. 





INFLATION 
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Monthly Activity 

-Expirations in August and December cover the 
largest number of employees, each representing 
about twenty percent of the year’s total. The high 
volume of bargaining in August reflects expirations 
for elementary and secondary teachers. Bargaining 
in December is concentrated in agreements for 
municipal governments and school board support 
staff. December has the largest number of agree- 
ments up for renewal, concentrated in publishing, 
school board support, nursing homes and local gov- 
-ernment. March also has a high number of expir- 
ations concentrated in nursing homes, paramedical 
units and hospital support units. (See Figure 3). 
Industry Activity 

Bargaining in 1994 will be spread proportionally 
between manufacturing and non-manufacturing 
industries, with about thirty percent of all active 
agreements in each sector coming up for renewal 
this year. Employees in non-manufacturing indus- 
tries will account for nearly three quarters of all 
employees scheduled to bargain in 1994. Negoti- 
ations will be concentrated in Education and 
Related Services, Retail Trade and Electric-Gas & 
Water. These three industries account for over 


forty percent of all employees expected to bargain 
in 1994, 









AGREEMENTS 


Total Number of 
Agreements 
2,830 






monthly average 
235 


AGREEMENTS 
b 
oO 
o 


| 
| Figure 3 - MONTHLY BARGAINING ACTIVITY, 1994 


Major private sector negotiations will take place in 
Retail Trade (largely Fortinos, Loblaws, A&P, 


_ Oshawa Foods and Zehrmart), Food and Beverage 


manufacturers (various employers), Transporation 
(largely UPS, CP Express and the Motor Transport 
IR Bureau), Transportation Equipment (largely 
auto parts and DeHavilland), Electrical Products 
(largely Northern Telecom and General Electric) 
and Mining & Quarrying (largely Inco and 
Falconbridge). 


Major public sector negotiations will take place in 
Education and Related Services (largely various 
school boards), Electric-Gas & Water (largely 
Ontario Hydro), Health and Welfare Services 
(largely paramedical and nursing homes) and Local 
Government (largely City and Metro Toronto). 


Union Activity 


Among the over one hundred different unions 
bargaining in 1994, the Canadian Union of Public 
Employees, the province’s teachers federations, the 
United Food and Commercial Workers and the 
Steelworkers (including their new Retail Wholesale 
Canada Division) represent a third of all agree- 
ments up for renewal and half of all employees 
expected to bargain this year. (See Tables 3 & 4.) 


EMPLOYEES 


Total Number of 
Employees 
381,992 
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EMPLOYEES (000) 


'Source: Office of Collective Bargaining Information, Labour Management Services 
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Labour Management Services 
5 Ontario Office of Collective Bargaining Information 











FOREWORD 


This is the Office of Collective Bargaining Information’s twenty-eighth annual 
report on collective agreement expirations. It describes the extent of 
collective bargaining activity in Ontario for the renewal of agreements 
expiring in 1995. 


The information contained in this report is derived from the database of the 
Office of Collective Bargaining Information, as of January 23, 1995. It does 
not include situations that will result from recent or future certifications by 
the Ontario Labour Relations Board, or expired agreements that had not been 
settled or ratified when the report was completed. 


The report was prepared in the Office of Collective Bargaining Information, 
Labour Management Services, Ontario Ministry of Labour. 


For further information on this publication or other services please call 
(416) 326-1260. 
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ONTARIO COLLECTIVE BARGAINING, 
AGREEMENT EXPIRATIONS, 1995 


Collective bargaining activity in 1995 will 
involve fewer bargaining situations than 1994 
but will cover more employees. During 1995, 
2,382 collective agreements covering 388,475 
employees, are set to expire. This represents 
a 15.8 percent decrease in the number of 
expiries in 1994, but an increase of about 2 
percent in the number of employees covered 
by the expiring collective agreements. The 
decrease in the number of agreements is 
mainly due to the Social Contract Legislation. 
Many public sector agreements have been 
extended to 1996 when the Social Contract is 
scheduled to expire. 


The agreements up for renewal in 1995 
represent about one-quarter of the active 
9,846 agreements in Ontario and cover over 
a quarter of Ontario’s 1,457,176 unionized 
employees. 


Negotiations in 1995 will be concentrated in 
construction, health and welfare, education 
and related services, communications, food 
and beverage, transportation and trans- 





KEY NEGOTIATIONS IN 1995 
EMPLOYER/ 
moe | Famer’ — | uwon) | enor 
April Ontario Mechanical Plumbers 12,000 
Contractors 
April | Ontario Sheet Metal & | Sheet Metal 8,000 
Air Handling Group Workers 
April Electrical Trade IBEW 12,000 
Contractors 
April | Ont. Masonry Industry Bricklayers 6,000 
Employers Council Intl. 
April Labourers Employer Labourers 11,000 
Bargaining Agency 
April | Ontario Erectors Assn. } Structural Iron 5,000 
Workers 


May/ Bell Canada Canadian 23,050 
Nov Telephone 
Employees/ 
CEP 


Various School Boards| various | 59,650_| 
CAM Automotive 



























Figure 1 - ONTARIO COLLECTIVE AGREEMENT 
EXPIRATIONS, EMPLOYEES COVERED, 1975-1995 
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portation equipment. These sectors will account 
for about three quarters of all employees scheduled 
for bargaining in 1995. (See Table 2.) 


Economic Setting 


As in 1994, collective bargaining in 1995 will take 
place in an improving economic environment. In 
1994, Ontario’s real output, as measured by real 
gross domestic product, expanded by 4.5%, posting 
its strongest growth since 1988. The Ministry of 
Finance projects real growth of 4.2% in the coming 
year, and 4.3% for the 1996-98 period. (See Figure 
2 below.) 


The annual inflation rate, as measured by the 
Ontario Consumer Price Index (CPI), increased by 
only 0.1% in 1994, due partly to the lower tobacco 
taxes. The Ministry of Finance forecasts that 
inflation will be at 1.3% in 1995 and rise to an 
average of 1.7% per year over the next 3 years. 


The national unemployment rate declined from 
11.2% in 1993 to 10.4% in 1994. Ontario’s 
unemployment rate in 1994 was 9.6%, down from 
10.6% in 1993. It is expected to be at 9.0% in 
1995 and to fall to 7.8% in 1998. 


Under collective agreements covering 200 or more 
Ontario employees reaching settlements in 1994, 


increases to base wage rates averaged 0.3% per 
year, down from 1.0% in 1993. The decline in 
public sector wage outcomes, from 0.5% in 1993 to. 
0.1% in 1994, reflects the impact of the Social 
Contract Act. Although private sector wage 
settlements dropped from 2.0% in 1993 to 0.8% in 
1994, this was largely a result of non-manufacturing 
settlements, particularly wage rollbacks in the retail 
food industry and a wage freeze in a major 
construction industry agreement. In contrast, 
agreements in the manufacturing sector averaged 
1.8% in 1994. 


Continuing slack in the economy, low inflation and 
high unemployment will continue to influence 
collective bargaining in 1995. Ongoing restructuring 
and technological changes in Ontario’s 
manufacturing base and fiscal restraint in the 
public sector will likely place issues of income and 
employment security and work re-organization high 
on this year’s bargaining agenda. 


Monthly Activity 


Expirations in April and August cover the largest 
number of employees, representing over one-half of 
the total for the year. The high volume of 
bargaining in April reflects the large number of 
expirations occurring in the construction industry 
and those in August involve mainly elementary and 


Figure 2 - SELECTED ECONOMIC INDICATORS, 1989-1998 


ECONOMIC GROWTH 
Ontario Growth In Real Gross Domestic Product 
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YEAR 


94 95 96-98 
(estimate) (forecast) 


Source: Statistics Canada and Ontario Ministry of Finance 
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secondary school teachers. December has the 
largest number of agreements expiring, but 
accounts for only 10 per cent of total employees 
covered. They include transportation, education 
and related services, health and welfare, and local 
government sectors. March expirations are also 
high, including mostly health and welfare sector 
agreements such as hospital support units, and 
nursing homes. (See Figure 3.) 


Industry Activity 


Bargaining in 1995 will be based more so in the 
non-manufacturing sector than in the manufactu- 
ring sector, due to the large number of construction 
agreements expiring in April. Employees in 


non-manufacturing industries will account for just 


over fifty percent of all employees scheduled to 
bargain in 1995. The construction industry includes 
one quarter of all employees covered by 1995 
expirations. In addition to the construction 
industry, negotiations will also be concentrated in 
education and related services, transportation, 
transportation equipment and communications. 
These industries account for two thirds of all 
employees expected to bargain in 1995. 


Major private sector negotiations will take place in 
construction ( Electrical Power Systems, Electrical 
Trades, Labourers, Mechanical Contractors, Sheet 
Metal and Air Handling Group), communications 
(Bell Canada, Canada Post*), transportation (Air 
Canada, CP Express, Canadian Airlines 
International), transportation equipment (largely 
auto parts and CAMI Automotive) and food and 
beverage (various employers). 


Major public sector negotiations will take place in 
education and related services (school boards), 
health and welfare services (paramedical and 
nursing homes) and local government (various 
municipalities). 


Union Activity 


Among the eighty-nine different unions involved in 
bargaining in 1995, the Canadian Union of Public 
Employees, the CAW, the Steelworkers, the 
teachers’ federations and the various construction 
unions represent forty percent of all agreements up 
for renewal. and sixty percent of all employees 
expected to bargain this year. (See Tables 3 & 4.) 


* Settled and ratified late January 1995 


Figure 3 - MONTHLY BARGAINING ACTIVITY, 1995 


AGREEMENTS 


Total Number of 
Agreements 
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monthly average 
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EMPLOYEES 


Total Number of 
Employees 
388,475 


a monthly average 
32,370 


EMPLOYEES (000) 


Source: Office of Collective Bargaining Information, Labour Management Services 
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(1) 


FOREWORD 





This is the twenty-ninth annual report on collective agreement expirations, 


produced by the Office of Collective Bargaining Information (OCBI). 


The information contained in this report is derived from the database of the Office 
of Collective Bargaining Information, as of December 6, 1995. It does not include 
situations that will result from recent or future certifications by the Ontario Labour 
Relations Board, or expired agreements that had not been settled or ratified when 


the report was completed. 


Detailed tables and listings of 1996 expirations by industry, union, and size of 
bargaining unit are available from OCBI. For further information on this 


publication or other services, please call (416) 326-1260. 
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(ii) 


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 


The report, Ontario Collective Bargaining Agreement Expirations, provides an 
overview of collective bargaining activity in Ontario expected for 1996. A 
summary of the key findings of this report are outline below. 


e There are nearly twice as many collective agreements expiring in 1996 as 
there were in 1995, covering over forty percent more employees. 


e The large volume of bargaining is mainly due to the expiration of the Social 
Contract Act on March 31st, 1996, affecting the Broader Public Sector 
(BPS). Over one-half of all agreements expiring in 1996 cover BPS 
employees in education, health and welfare, municipalities and community 
Services. 


e Most bargaining activity will take place in March, August, and September, 
mainly due to the expiration of agreements covering hospital nurses, 
municipalities, schools, colleges, universities, and auto industry 
agreements. 


e Key negotiations in the private sector include Loblaws, A & P, Miracle 
Food Mart, General Motors, Ford, Chrysler, Stelco, and a wage re-opener 
for Eastern Canada’s pulp and paper industry. 


e Major sets of negotiations in the public sector include Ontario Hydro, 
Toronto Transit Commission and the Liquor Control Board of Ontario. In 
addition, negotiations are scheduled for hospital nurses and paramedical 
staff, and employees in schools, colleges and universities. 
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ONTARIO COLLECTIVE BARGAINING, 
AGREEMENT EXPIRATIONS, 1996 


Collective bargaining activity scheduled for 1996 
will involve nearly twice as many collective 
agreements as 1995, covering over forty percent 
more employees. There will be 3,384 agreements 
expiring in 1996, covering a total of 547,852 
employees. Current data shows that the number of 
employees covered by expiring collective 
agreements in 1996 will be the fifth highest in the 
last eleven years. (See Figure 1.) 


The agreements up for renewal in 1996 represent 
a third of Ontario’s 10,013 agreements and affect 
37% of its 1,470,666 unionized employees. 


The major reason for the large volume of 
bargaining in 1996 is the expiration of the Social 
Contract Act on March 31st, 1996. Over one-half 
of all contracts expiring in 1996 cover Broader 
Public Sector (BPS) employees. The BPS includes 
collective agreements covering employees in 
education, health and welfare, municipalities, 
provincial government, public utilities and 
community services. This large sector accounts 
for almost seventy percent of all employees 
involved in negotiations in 1996. The majority of 
BPS expirations are scheduled for March 31st and 
August 31st in the health sector and education 
sector, respectively. 


KEY NEGOTIATIONS IN es, 


MONTH EMPLOYER/SECTOR UNION(S) EMPLOYEES 
2,800 












Jan. Toronto Hotel 


Hotel Empls. 
Employers’ Assn. 






Hospitals, Municipalities, Various 


Colleges, Universities 





March Toronto Transit 


Commission 


Amalgamated 
Transit Union 


8,200 


















March/ Ontario Hydro CUPE/ 20,000 
Dec. Independent 
Local Union 














March | Liquor Control/Liquor Ontario Liquor 5,000 
Licensing Boards Board Empls. 

March/ Community OPSEU 15,400 

August Colleges 

March Metro Toronto CUPE 10,350 





Municipality 
(inside, outside)’ 



















Pulp & Paper Industry Various 
(Eastern Canada Wage 


Re-opener) 
Loblaws 







University of Toronto University 


Professors 
USWA 


Various 


3,500 











Stelco 7,000 


114,800 








Various School 
Boards 









Chrysler, Ford, GM 49,200 

Great Atlantic & Pacific UFCW 8,000 
Co./Miracle Food Mart 

Dec. Metro Cab Group USWA 1,800 





of Companies 














Figure 1 - ONTARIO COLLECTIVE AGREEMENT 
EXPIRATIONS, EMPLOYEES COVERED, 1985-1996 
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Source: Office of Collective Bargaining Information, Ontario Ministry of Labour 
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Negotiations in the private sector will be 
concentrated in transportation, retail trade, 
transportation equipment, food and beverage, 
primary metals, accommodation and food services, 
fabricated metals and miscellaneous services. (See 
Tables 1 and 2.) 


Economic Setting 


Collective bargaining in 1996 will take place ina 
moderately improving economic environment. In 
1995, after a major expansion of 5.5% in 1994, it 
is estimated that Ontario’s real domestic product 
will be 2.1%. According to the Ministry of 
Finance, economic growth in 1996 and 1997 is 
expected to be moderate at 2.3% and 3.1%, 
respectively. (See Figure 2 below.) 


The annual inflation rate, as measured by the 
Ontario Consumer Price Index (CPI), is expected 
to be 2.5% in 1995, up from 0.1% in 1994. The 
Ministry of Finance forecasts that inflation will be 
stable at 1.8% in both 1996 and 1997. 


The national unemployment rate remained high but 
declined to 9.5% in 1995, down from 10.4% in 
1994. Ontario’s 1995 unemployment rate is 
predicted to be 8.8%, down from 9.6% in 1994. 


It is expected that the unemployment rate in 
Ontario will remain at 8.8% in 1996 and will fall 
slightly to 8.6% in 1997. 


Under collective agreements covering 200 or more 
Ontario employees reaching settlements during the 
first 10 months of 1995, increases to base wage 
rates averaged 1%, up from 0.3% in 1994. Wage 
settlements in manufacturing (2.4%) and 
construction (1.4%) resulted in an average increase 
of 1.7% for 1995 in the private sector, compared 
to 0.8% in 1994. Although wage freezes 
dominated in the public sector, the overall average 
increase rose slightly from 0.1% in 1994 to 0.3% 
in 1995, as a result of settlements in railway 
transportation. 


Although the economy showed signs of moderate 
recovery, current labour market conditions and 
fiscal restraint in the public sector will continue to 
exert downward pressure on wage settlements in 
many sectors. Some industries, in particular 


.export-oriented manufacturing, may benefit from 


the recovery. However, on-going restructuring and 
technological change throughout the economy will 
continue to place an emphasis on issues of job 
security and labour adjustment at the bargaining 
table. 


Figure 2 - SELECTED ECONOMIC INDICATORS, 1990-1997 


ECONOMIC GROWTH 
‘ Ontario Growth In Real Gross Domestic Product 


95 96 97 
(estimate) (forecast) 
YEAR 


Source: Statistics Canada and Ontario Ministry of Finance 


INFLATION 
Ontario Consumer Price Index 
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Monthly Activity 


Expirations during the months of March, August 
and September cover the largest number of 
employees, representing about seventy percent of 
the total for the year. Given that the Social 
Contract Act expires on March 31, 1996, it is not 
surprising to find that over forty percent of the 
1996 expirations occur in March. Agreements 
expiring in this month cover employees in 
municipal services, Community services, urban 
transit, Ontario Hydro, hospital nursing and 
paramedical and school, college, and university 
support. 


The volume of bargaining scheduled for March 
will expand with the addition of settlements for 
currently outstanding agreements and those 
expiring between now and March 31st. There are 
also cases where some parties may not renew their 
agreements in the short term, preferring instead to 
wait until the expiration of the Social Contract Act 
to begin negotiations. 


The other major concentration of BPS contract 
expirations takes place on August 31st, and 
involves 177 elementary and secondary school 
teacher agreements covering almost 88,000 
employees and a master agreement covering about 
9,000 college academic staff. 


In September, the Big Three auto industry 
agreements, Chrysler, Ford and General Motors, 
are set to expire, covering almost 50,000 
employees. In addition, negotiations involving 
about 10,000 auto parts manufacturing employees 


are also scheduled this year. (See Table 3). 


Industrial Activity 


Bargaining in 1996 will be primarily concentrated 
in the non-manufacturing sector due to the large 
number of contracts expiring in the utilities, 
education, municipal and health sectors. There will 
be 2,632 collective agreements expiring in the non- 
manufacturing sector, covering almost 419,000 
employees. This represents over 75% of all 
expirations for the year. The Broader Public 
Sector accounts for over 65% of non- 
manufacturing agreement expirations and almost 
80% of employees. In addition to the Broader 
Public Sector, non-manufacturing bargaining will 
also cover transportation, wholesale trade, retail 
trade and other services. 


Figure 3- MONTHLY BARGAINING ACTIVITY, 1996 


AGREEMENTS 


Total Number of 
Agreements 
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monthly average 
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Office of Collective Bargaining Information, Ontario Ministry of Labour 
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Just under one-quarter of bargaining will be in the 
manufacturing sector, covering less _ than 
one-quarter of all employees scheduled to bargain. 
Manufacturing sector expirations are based 
primarily in food and beverage, fabricated metals, 
and transportation equipment. 


Major private sector negotiations include Loblaws, 
No Frills, A&P and Miracle Food Mart (retail 
trade), Chrysler, General Motors and Ford 
(transportation equipment), agreements at major 
Toronto and Ottawa hotels (accommodation and 
food), a wage reopener in the pulp and paper 
industry (paper and allied), Stelco (fabricated 
metal) and Toronto area taxi drivers 
(transportation). 


Major public sector negotiations include the 
Toronto Transit Commission, Ontario Hydro, the 
Liquor Control Board of Ontario, hospital nurses, 
municipalities, and employees in schools, colleges 
and universities. 


Union Activity 


Nine major unions dominate bargaining in 1996, 
representing almost eighty percent of all employees 
in negotiations. The Canadian Union of Public 
Employees, the Canadian Auto Workers, the 
Ontario Nurses’ Association and the various 
teachers federations represent almost sixty percent 
of all employees covered by agreements expiring 
this year. More than eighty-five different unions 
will be participating in negotiations in 1996. 


UNIONS WITH 1996 CONTRACT EXPIRIES COVERING 
THE LARGEST NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES 


Union 


Canadian Union of Public Employees 
Canadian Auto Workers 


Multi Teachers’ Unions 
(primarily elementary) 


Ontario Nurses Association 
United Steelworkers of America 
United Food & Commercial Workers 


Ontario Public Service Employees 


Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Association 


Amalgamated Transit Union 


Independent Local Unions* 


Total 


Agreements 


% of All Employees 
with Expiring 
Contracts 
Employees % 


610 113,78 20.8 
195 71,774 13.1 
54, 760 10.0 


46,411 8.5 
33,751 6.2 
29,574 5.4 
27,574 5.1 
25,730 4.7 
Pir 17 ZA 
13,859 2.5 


429,319 





* Includes Ontario Hydro, Spar Aerospace and other employee associations. 
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(i) 


FOREWORD 


This is the thirtieth annual report on collective agreement expirations, produced by 
the Office of Collective Bargaining Information (OCBI). 


The information contained in this report is derived from the database of the Office 
of Collective Bargaining Information, as of December 6, 1996. It does not include 
situations that will result from recent or future certifications by the Ontario Labour 
Relations Board, or expired agreements that had not been settled or ratified when 


the report was completed. 


Detailed tables and listings of 1997 expirations by industry, union, and size of 
bargaining unit are available from OCBI. For further information on this 


publication or other services, please call (416) 326-1260. 





(il) 


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 


The report, Ontario Collective Bargaining Agreement Expirations, provides an overview 
of collective bargaining activity in Ontario, expected in 1997. A summary of the key 
findings of this report are outlined below. 


There are thirty percent fewer collective agreements expiring in 1997 than in 1996, 
covering thirty-five percent fewer employees. 


The main reason for the decrease in the number of agreement expirations in 1997 is the 
large number of agreements which expired in 1996, under the Social Contract Act. 
Only twelve percent of BPS agreements are due to expire in 1997. 


The increase in length of contract term also explains the decrease in the number of 
agreements expiring in 1997, particularly for the private sector. The three-year term has 
become increasingly popular in the last few years as private sector employers seek long 
term stability. 


Most bargaining activity will take place in March, June, and December, mainly due to 
contract expirations in health and welfare, non-metallic minerals, printing and 
publishing, retail trade, fabricated metals, transportation, education, federal government, 
and local government sectors. 


Key negotiations in the private sector include: Inco, Falconbridge, A & P (12 contracts), 
Air Canada (maintenance and related), Canadian Pacific Railways, Via Rail, United 
Parcel Service, Barnes Security Services, Bombardier/DeHavilland, the Toronto Star, 
Consumers Gas, Willett Foods (Mr. Grocer). Provincial public sector agreements 
expiring in 1997, include the Municipality of Metro Toronto, the City of Toronto, the 
Ontario Council of Regents (support staff), Ontario Housing Authority, various school 
boards, health and community services. 


The top five unions covering the largest number of employees under agreements 
expiring in 1997 are the Public Service Alliance, the United Steelworkers, the Canadian 
Union of Public Employees, the United Food and Commercial Workers and the 
Canadian Auto Workers. 
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ONTARIO COLLECTIVE BARGAINING, 
AGREEMENT EXPIRATIONS, 1997 


KEY NEGOTIATIONS IN 1997 


MONTH | EMPLOYER/SECTOR UNION(S) EMPLOYEES” 


Collective bargaining activity scheduled for 1997 will 
involve 2,324 collective agreements covering 
355,823 employees. Compared to 1996, there is a 
decrease of thirty percent in the number of bargaining 
situations covering thirty-five percent less employees. 
Current data shows that the number of employees 
covered by expiring collective agreements in 1997 will 
be the third lowest in the last ten years. (See Figure 1.) 









Jan. Willett Foods, Mr. Grocer USWA 1,500 


| United Parcel Service Teamsters 1,480 





Feb. 





Cdn. Advertising Institute, 
Cdn. Advertisers Assn. 





Consumers Gas 


|Inco Ltd. USWA 





The agreements up for renewal in 1997 represent about 
a quarter of Ontario’s 10,064 agreements and affect a 
quarter of its 1,474,353 unionized employees. 











CAW/ 


June | Bombardier/DeHavilland nda local tno 


1,680 





Machinists 


USWA/ 
UFCW 


Air Canada 
The major factor for the decrease in collective agreement 
expirations in 1997 is the large number of Broader Public 
Sector (BPS) agreements which expired in 1996 asa 
result of the Social Contract Act. As of December 6, 
1996, three quarters of all BPS collective agreements 
had expired and had not been renewed. In 1997 only 12 
percent of all BPS agreements are scheduled to expire. 
In the years before the Social Contract Act, an average 
of 45 percent of all BPS agreements expired each year. 










Great Atlantic & Pacific Co./ 
|New Dominion Stores 









July | Canada Post Postal Workers 










oh 


August | Ontario Council of Regents OPSEU 6,400 










Falconbridge Ltd. CAW 1,300 


Various School Boards Various 27,183 







Treasury Board Of Canada Various 74,800 









Toronto Star Newspapers Various 









Canadian Pacific Railways Various 


Another factor influencing the decline in the number of 
contract expirations is the increase in the length of 
contract term. The three-year term has become 
increasingly popular in the last few years as private 
sector employers seek long term stability in labour 





Canadian National Railways Various 








Dec Metro Toronto Municipality 
* (Inside & Outside) 


Toronto City 
Dec. (inside & Outside) CUPE 4,590 














* Employee coverage reflects the number of employees as of ratification date 
of last agreement 


Figure 1 - ONTARIO COLLECTIVE AGREEMENT 
EXPIRATIONS, EMPLOYEES COVERED, 1988-1997 
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Source: Office of Collective Bargaining Information, Ontario Ministry of Labour 
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relations. In comparison, the two-year term remains most 
common in the public sector. 


The majority of bargaining in the BPS in 1997 will involve 
the school boards, college support staff, university support 
staff, community services, municipalities and the federal 
government. The majority of BPS expirations are 
scheduled for March, August and December. 


Key negotiations in the private sector will be concentrated 
in non-metallic minerals, printing and publishing, retail 
and wholesale trade, fabricated metals and transportation. 
(See Tables 1 and 2.) 


Economic Setting 


As in 1996, collective bargaining in 1997 will take place 
in an improving economic environment. In 1996, 
Ontario's real domestic product is estimated to rise by 
2.3 percent, reflecting a major expansion in the second 
half of the year. The Ministry of Finance projects real 
growth of 2.9 percent in 1997 and 3.0 percent in 1998. 
(See Figure 2 below.) 


The annual inflation rate, as measured by the Ontario 
Consumer Price Index (CPI), was 1.4 percent in 1996, 
down from 2.4 percent in 1995. The Ministry of Finance 





ECONOMIC GROWTH 
4, Ontario Growth In Real Gross Domestic Product 
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Source: Statistics Canada and Ontano Ministry of Finance 


Figure 2 - SELECTED ECONOMIC INDICATORS, 1991 - 1998 


forecasts that inflation will remain low at 1.6 percent 
and 1.8 percent in 1997 and 1998 respectively. 


The national unemployment rate remained high at 
9.7 percent in 1996, up slightly from 9.5 percent in 1995. 
Ontario's unemployment rate also increased from 
8.7 percent in 1995 to 9.1 percent in 1996. Itis expected 
that the rate will range from 8.2 percent to 8.7 percent in 
1997 and from 7.9 percent to 8.4 percent in 1998. 


Under collective agreements covering 200 or more 
Ontario employees, negotiated settlements during the first 
10 months of 1996 provided an average increase of 
1.0 percent per year, unchanged from 1995. Wage 
settlements in the private sector increased from 
1.7 percent in 1995 to 2.3 percent in 1996. This was 
largely a result of wage increases in manufacturing 
settlements (2.9 percent). In the public sector, wage 
settlements remained low with an average of 0.2 percent. 


The moderate economic recovery and improving labour 
market conditions may produce pressures for higher wage 
settlements, particularly in the export-oriented 
manufacturing sectors. However, continuing low inflation 
and fiscal restraint in the public sector will continue to 
have a moderating effect on overall wage settlements. 
As industries throughout the economy continue to 


INFLATION 
Ontario Consumer Price Index 
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restructure job security and labour adjustment will remain 
high on the bargaining agenda. 


Monthly Activity 


Expirations during the months of June, July, August and 
December cover the largest number of employees, 
representing over 60 percent of the total for the year. 
The sectors responsible for the large coverage of 
employees are federal government, retail trade, 
communications, education, local government, 
transportation, and printing and publishing. 


The volume of bargaining scheduled for the above months 
includes: Treasury Board of Canada (June, July, August 
- 54,000 employees), A & P (June, July - 9,900), Canada 
Post (July - 22,000), Barnes Security Services 
(June - 1,500), Ottawa Electrical Contractors’ 
Association (June - 1,200), Bombardier/DeHavilland 
(June - 1,680), Air Canada (June - 2,060), various school 
boards (August - 19,900), York University (July - 1,300), 
Toronto Star Newspapers (December - 1,560), Canadian 
National Railways (December - 5,750), Canadian Pacific 
Railways (December - 3,150), City of Toronto 
(December - 4,590), and the Municipality of Toronto 
(December - 9,125). 


Industrial Activity 


Bargaining in 1997 will once again be concentrated in 
the non-manufacturing sector due to the large number 
of contracts expiring in the health and welfare sector, 
education and related, retail and wholesale trade, 
transportation and other services such as security and 
investigation services. There will be 1,431 collective 
agreements expiring in the non-manufacturing sector, 
covering about 272,260 employees. This represents 
sixty-two percent of all expirations for the year. The 
Broader Public Sector accounts for 37 percent of non- 
manufacturing agreement expirations and almost 
30 percent of employees. 


Just over 38 percent of bargaining will occur in the 
manufacturing sector covering about 24 percent of 
employees scheduled to bargain. Manufacturing sector 
expirations are based primarily in fabricated metals, 
food and beverage, printing and publishing, and non- 
metallic minerals. 


Major private sector negotiations include Inco Ltd. 
(mining and quarrying), Falconbridge Ltd. (mining and 
quarrying), A & P (retail trade - 12 contracts), Air 
Canada (transportation - maintenance and related), 
Canadian Pacific Railways (transportation), Canadian 


Figure 3 - MONTHLY BARGAINING ACTIVITY, 1997 
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National Railways (transportation), Via Rail 
(transportation), United Parcel Service (services to 
business), Barnes Security Services (services to business), 
Bombardier/DeHavilland (transportation equipment), the 
Toronto Star (printing and publishing), Consumers Gas 
(utilities), Ottawa Electrical Contractors Association 
(construction), Budd Canada Inc. (transportation 
equipment), Pharma Plus Drugmarts (retail trade), and 
Willett Foods (retail trade). 


Public sector negotiations include Treasury Board of 
Canada, Canada Post, the Municipality of Metro Toronto, 
the City of Toronto, the Ontario Council of Regents 
(support staff), Ontario Housing Authority, various school 
boards, health and community services. 


Union Activity 


Almost eighty percent of all employees in negotiations 
in 1997 are covered by ten unions. (See chart below.) 
The Public Service Alliance, the United Steelworkers, 
the Canadian Union of Public Employees, the United 
Food and Commercial Workers, the Canadian Auto 
Workers and the Canadian Union of Postal Workers 
represent over sixty percent of all employees covered 
by agreements expiring in 1997. More than ninety-two 
different unions will be participating in negotiations 
in 1997. 


UNIONS WITH 1997 CONTRACT EXPIRIES COVERING THE LARGEST 
NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES 


% of All Employees 


Union Agreements Employees with Expiring 


Public Service Alliance of Canada 


United Steelworkers of America 


Canadian Union of Public Employees 


United Food and Commercial Workers 


Canadian Auto Workers 


Canadian Union of Postal Workers 


Various Teachers Unions (OPSTF, 
FWTAO, OSSTF, OECTA, AEFO) 


Professional Institute of the Public 
Services of Canada 


Communications, Energy and 
Paperworkers 


Ontario Public Service Employees Union 


Total 





Contracts 


59,090 16.6 


42,001 11.8 


33,968 9.5 


31,948 9.0 


25,743 1.2 


22,062 6.2 


20,309 on 


13,701 a9 


13,447 3.8 


10,415 2.9 


272,684 


Source: Office of Collective Bargaining Information, Ontario Ministry of Labour 
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FOREWORD 


This is the thirty-first annual report on collective agreement expirations, produced 
by the Office of Collective Bargaining Information (OCBI). 


The information contained in this report is derived from the database of the Office 
of Collective Bargaining Information, as of December 1, 1997. The names of 
employer, bargaining agent(s) and the number of employees listed for each expiry 
reflect the information at the time of ratification of the last agreement. It does not 
include situations that will result from recent or future certifications by the Ontario 
Labour Relations Board, or expired agreements that had not been settled or ratified 


when the report was completed. 


Detailed tables and listings of 1998 expirations by industry, union, and size of 
bargaining unit are available from OCBI. For further information on this 


publication or other services, please call (416) 326-1260. 


Note: The listing of 1998 expiries in Table 3 refers to existing bargaining units 
prior to amalgamations which may be occurring through Bills 136 and 160; as a 
result, when the parties in some municipalities, hospitals and school boards begin 
bargaining, their bargaining units could differ from the listing in this report. 
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(ii) 


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 


Ontario Collective Bargaining Agreement Expirations provides an overview of collective 
bargaining activity in Ontario expected in 1998. A summary of the key findings of this 
report is outlined below. 


Collective bargaining activity scheduled for 1998 will involve more than 2,900 
collective agreements covering close to 560,000 employees. 


Most bargaining activity in 1998, in terms of numbers of employees, wil] take place in 
the months of April, August and December. In terms of contract expiries, most 
bargaining activity will take place in March, August and December. Activity is mainly 
due to contract expiries in construction, provincial and local governments, health and 
welfare and the education and related services sector. 


Although the private sector accounts for about 61% of all contract expiries in 1998, 
ongoing restructuring in the broader public sector (BPS) will affect large numbers of 
negotiations in addition to actual contract expiries. 


With the passage of a number of pieces of legislation affecting the operation of 
municipalities, school boards, hospitals and fire fighting services, collective bargaining 
in the public sector will continue through an adjustment period, after being on hold for 
a number of years under the Social Contract Act. 


Key negotiations in the private sector include Air Canada, CP, CANPAR Transport 
(transportation), CAMI Automotive, AG Simpson Co. Ltd. (transportation equipment), 
Ford Electronics, General Electric (electrical products), Bell Canada (communications), 
Fortinos Supermarkets Ltd. (retail trade), Avenor Inc., Domtar Inc., E.B. Eddy, 
Abitibi-Price Inc. (pulp and paper), Canadian Film and Television Producers 
Association, Windsor Casino Ltd. (recreational services), Brewers Retail (retail trade), 
Canadian Advertising Institute and Canadian Advertisers Association (management 
services), CARA and various independent franchises (accommodation and food 
services) aS well as construction. 


Major negotiations in the public sector include school boards (education and related 
services), nursing homes (health and community services), Canada Post 
(communications), Ontario Hydro (electric, gas and water), LCBO (retail trade), 
Treasury Board of Canada (federal government), municipalities and the provincial 
government. 


The top five unions covering the largest number of employees under agreements 
expiring in 1998 are the teachers’ federations, the Ontario Public Service Employees 
Union, the Canadian Union of Public Employees, the Canadian Auto Workers and the 
Communications, Energy and Paperworkers Union. 
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ONTARIO COLLECTIVE BARGAINING, 
AGREEMENT EXPIRATIONS, 1998 


Collective bargaining scheduled for 1998 will 
























































involve 2,907 collective agreements covering 559,575 MONTH | EMPLOYERISECTOR UNION(S) | EMPLOYEES" 
employees. Compared to 1997, this represents an Jan Ford Electronics Manuf Corp Machinists 1,566 
increase in the number of bargaining situations of 25% ILiquor Control Bd and 

covering 57% more employees. Current data shows Mar Liquor Licence Bd eeey ae 
that the number of employees covered by expiring Windsor Casino Ltd CAW 1,800 
collective agreements in 1998 will be the 4" highest in Teaching Hospitals Committee | ,emes* | 3,200 
the past ten years. (See Figure 1). |Cdn Advertising Instit/ 

The agreements up for renewal in 1998 represent Cdn Advertising Assn ple on 
29% of Ontario’s 10,108 agreements and affect 38% April _|Construction Sector Various | 98,181 
of its 1,485,900 unionized employees. ‘Air Canada | Airline Pilots 1,000 

Thirty-nine percent of the agreements up for May Cara & Various Indep | Can Restaurant | 2 200 
renewal in 1998 are in the broader public sector (BPS) ee Shee : . 
covering almost half of the employees in bargaining iigasun) Bo ol Ganade Related Empls 1 8f2 
situations. This represents just over one quarter of all June Fortinos Supermarket Ltd uFcw | 2,026 
BPS collective agreements, up from 12% in 1997. July AG Simpson Co Ltd CAW 2,200 
However, as of December 8, 1997 over half of all BPS Aug Various School Boards Various 107,312 
agreements have expired and not been renewed. "Sept CAMI Automotive Inc | Caw | 2,250 

With the passage of Bill 136 (The Public Sector OumlAeGanada CUPE 1,620 
Transition Stability Act), Bill 84 (The Fire Protection pene ra oe, Bpset eis 
and Prevention Act), Bill 104 (The Fewer School Boards 
Act) and Bill 160 (The Education Quality Improvement Ontario Hydro on Enpis | 8900 
Act), collective bargaining in the public sector will iseeee Retail UFCW 5,000 
continue through an adjustment period, after being on air Filia TY Prodicereeaen ACTRA 6,500 
hold somewhat for a number of years under the Social Cdn Pacific Ltd & St Lawrence Locomotive pi 
Contract Act. Hudson Engineers ti , 

Merging hospitals, school boards and municipalities pee nT Bo nae te) A QUE else iS 3e 
and the downloading of social housing, welfare and Vanigys (Caneasa ss ola kN ANQUS Bek 
social services, ambulance services and public transit 
will affect lar ge numbers of negotiations 1n addition to * Employee coverage reflects the number of employees as of ratification date of 

last agreement 


Figure 1 - ONTARIO COLLECTIVE AGREEMENT 
EXPIRATIONS, EMPLOYEES COVERED, 1989-1998 
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Source: Office of Collective Bargaining Information, Ontario Ministry of Labour 
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those agreements expiring in 1998. Firefighters’ and school 
board teachers' negotiations will now effectively fall under 
the Ontario Labour Relations Act so there will be an 
adjustment period as the parties become accustomed to 
the new bargaining process. In addition, organizations 
which are covered under Bills 104 and 160 must reopen 
their existing collective agreements after January 1, 1998. 
Restructuring in the various BPS sectors will affect more 
than 1,000 collective agreements and more than 250,000 
unionized employees, in addition to any non-unionized 
workers in the merging organizations. 

A number of organizations have opted to delay 
collective bargaining negotiations until their position in 
the new structure has been determined. This will likely 
lead to high volumes of collective bargaining toward the 
end of 1998 and into 1999 once bargaining units have 
been determined and certification applications have been 
addressed. 

In terms of the number of bargaining situations, in 
addition to the BPS activity noted above (health and 
welfare, education and related, and local government), 
negotiations will also be concentrated in construction, 
wholesale trade, food and beverage, fabricated metals and 
retail trade. (See Tables 1 & 2). 


Economic Setting 


Economic forecasts indicate that bargaining in 1998 
will again take place in a strong economic environment. 
In 1997, Ontario’s real domestic product is estimated to 
rise by 4.4 percent largely as a result of strong growth in 


the manufacturing, construction and financial services 
sectors. While the growth is forecast to cool slightly, the 
Ministry of Finance is projecting a moderate growth of 
3.5 percent in 1998 and a somewhat slower growth in 
1999 projected at 3.1 percent. (See figure 2 below). 

The annual inflation rate, as measured by the Ontario 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) is estimated at 1.9 percent in 
1997, representing a slight rise from 1.6 percent in 1996. 
The Ministry of Finance forecasts that inflation will remain 
low at 1.7 percent in 1998 and 1.8 percent in 1999. 

The national unemployment rate remained high at 9.2 
percent in 1997, down slightly from 9.7 percent in 1996. 
The Ontario unemployment rate fell by 0.6 percent in 1997 
to 8.5 percent. Current forecasts predict that Ontario’s 
unemployment rate will continue to decline ranging from 
7.8-8.2 percent in 1998 and from 7.6-8.0 percent in 1999. 

Under collective agreements covering 200 or more 
Ontario employees reaching settlements during the first 
eleven months of 1997, increases to base wage rates 
averaged 1.2 percent per year, an increase of 0.2 percent 
over the 1996 figure. Wage settlements in manufacturing 
(2.9 percent) and trade and finance (2.3 percent) resulted 
in an average annual wage increase in the private sector of 
2.1 percent. Public sector wage settlements remained low 
at 0.6 percent in the first eleven months of 1997, up 0.3 
percent over the 1996 average. 

With the strengthening economy and strong 
performance in the private sector, pressures for higher wage 
settlements will continue. However major restructuring 
in the public sector will continue to have a moderating 


Figure 2 - SELECTED ECONOMIC INDICATORS, 1992 - 1999 
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Source: Statistics Canada and Ontario Ministry of Finance 
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effect on overall wage demands, despite the growing 
economy and low inflation. In addition, issues such as job 
security, income protection and labour adjustment will once 
again remain high on the bargaining agenda. 


Monthly Activity 


Expirations during the months of April, August and 
December cover the largest number of employees, 
representing more than 65% of the total for the year. The 
high volume of bargaining in April reflects the large number 
of expirations occurring in the construction industry. Fifty- 
five percent of the construction sector agreements covering 
more than 70,000 employees will participate in industrial- 
commercial-institutional (ICI) bargaining and will be 
bargaining for three-year agreements. A total of 102,000 
employees will be affected by this year’s construction sector 
bargaining. 

Expirations in August are primarily agreements for 
elementary and secondary school teachers, but it is 
important to note that with the passage of Bill 160, all 
agreements between school boards and teachers’ federations 
are effectively reopened for negotiations on January 1, 
1998. The December figures include 64,300 provincial 
government employees in addition to local government, 
health and welfare retail trade and recreation services. In 
the provincial government, key issues will include 
negotiations on wage scales for a new job classification 
system. 

In terms of contract expirations in 1998, the most active 
months are March, August and December accounting for 


almost 50% of the total expirations. (See Figure 3). 
March expirations include mostly the health and welfare 
sector agreements such as nursing homes, homes for 
the aged and hospital support units. 


Industrial Activity 


Bargaining in 1998 will yet again be concentrated 
in the non-manufacturing sector due to the large number 
of contracts expiring in education, health and welfare, 
local government, retail and wholesale trade, 
construction and other services such as security and 
investigative services. A total of 2,082 collective 
agreements will be expiring in the non-manufacturing 
sector, Covering approximately 468,000 employees. 
This figure represents more than 72 % of all expirations 
for the year and approximately 84% of employees. 
The BPS accounts for 55% of non-manufacturing 
agreement expirations and approximately 57 % of these 
employees. 

The manufacturing sector comprises about 28% of 
bargaining in 1998 covering 16% of employees 
scheduled to bargain. Manufacturing sector bargaining 
is largely concentrated in the food and beverage sector, 
fabricated metals, pulp and paper, and printing and 
publishing. The pulp and paper industry has eighty- 
three collective agreements covering more than 12,000 
employees expiring in 1998, primarily in the first four 
months. Bargaining will affect agreements across the 
country. The dominant union in this industry is the 
Communications, Energy and Paperworkers Union. 


Figure 3 - MONTHLY BARGAINING ACTIVITY, 1998 
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Most of this group is coming out of five-year agreements 
with only changes to wages after a contract reopener in 
1996. Any changes in industry structure or global 
competition over the last five years will have to be addressed 
in this round of bargaining. 

One third of all private sector agreements are scheduled 
to expire in 1998. Major private sector negotiations include 
construction (22 of the 25 trades in the ICI sector including: 
electrical trade, labourers, mechanical contractors and 
masonry contractors), communications (Bell Canada), 
transportation (Air Canada, CP, CANPAR Transport), 
transportation equipment (CAMI Automotive, AG 
Simpson Co. Ltd.), electrical products (Ford Electronics, 
General Electric), recreational services (Canadian Film and 
Television Producers Association, Windsor Casino Ltd.), 
retail trade (Brewers Retail, Fortinos Supermarkets Ltd.), 
pulp and paper (Avenor Inc., Domtar Inc., Abitibi-Price, 
E.B. Eddy), management services (Canadian Advertising 
Institute and Canadian Advertisers Association), and 
accommodation and food services (CARA and various 
independent franchises). 








Major public sector negotiations will take place in 
education and related services (school boards, York 
University), health and community services (hospitals, 
nursing homes, the Teaching Hospitals Committee), 
electric, gas and water (Ontario Hydro), retail trade 
(LCBO), federal government (Treasury Board of Canada) 
communications (Canada Post), municipalities and the 
provincial government (administrative, institutional, office, 
operational, technical, and correctional units). 


Union Activity 


Among the ninety different unions involved in 
bargaining in 1998, about 70% of all employees in 
negotiations in 1998 are covered by ten unions (see chart 
below). The teachers’ federations, the Ontario Public 
Service Employees Union, the Canadian Union of Public 
Employees, the Canadian Auto Workers, the 
Communications, Energy and Paperworkers Union, the 
United Steelworkers, the Labourers International Union, 
the United Food and Commercial Workers, the Plumbers 
and the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
represent 70% of all collective agreements expiring in 1998. 


UNIONS WITH 1998 CONTRACT EXPIRIES COVERING THE LARGEST 
NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES 
% of All 
Employees 
Union Agreements Employees with 
Expiring 
Contracts 

Various Teachers Unions (AEFO, Indep, OECTA, OPSTF, 219 90,685 16.2 
OSSTF, Provincial) 
Ontario Public Service Employees Union (OPSEU) ie 70,299 12.6 
Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE) 481 64,784 11.6 
Canadian Auto Workers (CAW) AZ 32:04 557 
Communications, Energy, Paperworkers Union (CEP) 135 S111 5.4 
United Steelworkers of America (USWA) 295 24,031 4.3 
Labourers International Union of North America (LIUNA) 150 22,031 3.9 
United Food & Commercial Workers (UFCW) 206 21,887 3.9 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) “a 17,640 6) 
United Association of Journeymen and Apprentices of the 16 17,550 3.1 
Plumbing and Pipefitting Industry of the US and Canada 
(UA) 

Total 1,817 391,129 69.9 





Source: Office of Collective Bargaining Information, Ontario Ministry of Labour 
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(i) 


FOREWORD 





This is the thirty-second annual report on collective agreement expirations 
produced by the Office of Collective Bargaining Information (OCBI). 


The information contained in this report is derived from the database of the Office 
of Collective Bargaining Information, as of December 24, 1998. The names of 
employer, bargaining agent(s) and the number of employees listed for each expiry 
reflect the information at the time of ratification of the last agreement. It does not 
include situations that will result from recent or future certifications by the Ontario 
Labour Relations Board, or expired agreements that had not been settled or ratified 


when the report was completed. 


Detailed tables and listings of 1999 expirations by industry, union, and size of 
bargaining unit are available from OCBI. For further information on this 


publication or other services, please call (416) 326-1260. 


Note: The listing of 1999 expiries in Table 3 refers to our most current information on existing 
bargaining units as of December 24, 1998. However, as a result of amalgamations and restructuring 
in the broader public sector, some agreements listed in this report may not reflect recent changes 


to bargaining structures or bargaining agents. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 


Ontario Collective Bargaining Agreement Expirations provides an overview of collective 
bargaining activity in Ontario expected in 1999. A summary of the key findings of this 
report is outlined below. 


> 


Collective bargaining activity for 1999 will involve more than 2,300 collective 
agreements covering more than 290,000 employees. 


Most bargaining activity in 1999, in terms of numbers of employees, will take place 
in the months of March, September, and December, primarily in health and welfare 
services, transportation, transportation equipment, provincial and local governments, 
and management services. In terms of contract expirations, most will occur in the 
months of March, June, and December. This activity is mainly due to agreements 
expiring in health and welfare, transportation, local government, and other services. 


While the private sector will account for 64% of all contract expiries in 1999, a large 
amount of bargaining activity in the broader public sector (BPS) will be carried over 
from 1998. In particular, ongoing restructuring of municipal government, provincial 
government and schoolboards will result in continued negotiations to finalize new 
settlements. In addition, major negotiations will continue between provincial hospitals 
and service staff and it is anticipated that negotiations will begin between provincial 
hospitals and nurses to settle their 1998 expired agreement. 


Key negotiations in the private sector include J.M. Schneider (food and beverage), 
Kimberly-Clark and Spruce Falls Inc (pulp and paper), Algoma Steel (primary metals), 
National Steel Car, Chrysler, Ford, General Motors (transportation equipment), Bayer 
Inc (chemicals), Air Canada (transportation), Bell Canada (communications), Pharma 
Plus Drugmarts, Great Atlantic & Pacific Company (retail trade), Canadian Theatre 
Professional Association (recreational services), Pinkerton's of Canada, Purolator 
Courier Limited (management services), and the Toronto Hotel Employers Association 
(accommodation services). 


Major negotiations in the public sector include the Toronto Transit Commission and 
Ottawa-Carleton Transit (transportation), Treasury Board of Canada (federal 
government), Ontario Provincial Police and Workplace Safety & Insurance Board 
(provincial government), York University, McMaster University, and University of 
Toronto (education and related services), and municipalities. 


The top five unions covering the largest number of employees under agreements 
expiring in 1999 are the Canadian Auto Workers, the United Steel Workers of 
America, the Canadian Union of Public Employees, the United Food and Commercial 
Workers, and the Ontario Public Service Employees Union. 
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ONTARIO COLLECTIVE BARGAINING, 
AGREEMENT EXPIRATIONS, 1999 


KEY NEGOTIATIONS IN 1999 


Toronto Hotel Employers Assn | Hotel Employees 2,000 


Toronto Transit Commission Amalgamated 7,300 
Transit Union 






Collective bargaining scheduled for 1999 will 
involve 2,392 collective agreements covering 293,295 
employees. Compared to 1998, this represents a 
decrease in the number of agreement expirations by 
18%, covering 48% fewer employees. Current data 
shows that the number of employees covered by Workplace Safety and CUPE 
expiring collective agreements in 1999 will be the lowest palais ber 
in the last eleven years. (See Figure 1.) 

The agreements up for renewal in 1999 represent 
23% of Ontario’s 10,136 agreements and affect 19% 
of its 1,482,503 unionized employees. 








Treasury Bd of Canada Professional Institute! 4,946 











Treasury Bd of Canada (audit) | Professional Institute 





Air Canada (maintenance) Machinists PART AS: 
Cdn Theatres Professional 


Of all collective agreements up for renewal in 1999, res Actors Equity 2,450 
36% are in the broader public sector (BPS), covering Ottawa-Carleton Regional 
only 29% of all employees bargaining in 1999. Municipality rath ripe 












However, these figures under-represent the level of Treasury Bd of Canada (eco) | p pre & 2,424 
re see : 4 elate mployees 
bargaining activity In this sector. Treasury Bd of Canada Social Sciences 2 087 


As in 1998, collective bargaining in the broader 
public sector will continue to be dominated by the 
restructuring processes mandated by Bill 136 (The 
Public Sector Transition Stability Act), Bill 84 (The 
Fire Protection and Prevention Act), Bill 104 (The 
Fewer School Boards Act), and Bill 160 (The Education 
Quality Improvement Act). The merging of hospitals, 
school boards and municipalities has delayed collective 
bargaining in these sectors until amalgamation processes 
have determined bargaining units, bargaining agents, 
and new employer structures. 


(social sciences) 
July (Algoma Steel Inc USWA 4,500 


U of T Graduate Assistants 
(p-t) 


Chrysler Canada 


Employees Assn 


Aug CUPE 2,400 













Ford Motor Co (Cda) 
General Motors (Cda) 


A & P (Miracle Food Mart) 






Ontario Government Provincial Ont Provincial 
Police Police 













Purolator Courier Ltd Teamsters 











*Includes bargaining situations covering 2,000 or more employees; employee 
coverage reflects the number of employees as of ratification date of last 
agreement 


Figure 1 - ONTARIO COLLECTIVE AGREEMENT 
EXPIRATIONS, EMPLOYEES COVERED, 1989-1999 
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Source: Office of Collective Bargaining Information, Ontario Ministry of Labour 
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In addition, there are several other sets of negotiations 
in the broader public sector continuing into 1999. In the 
health care sector, it is anticipated that negotiations will 
begin between provincial hospitals and 40,000 nurses to 
settle their 1998 expired central agreement. Concurrently, 
hospitals continue negotiations with unions representing 
25,000 support and office staff. In education, Bill 160 
and 104 mandated the reopening of existing collective 
agreements in 1998, to be renegotiated by seventy-two 
amalgamated school boards. While twenty-five school 
boards have settled with their elementary/secondary 
bargaining units, fifty-four will continue negotiations into 
1999. In addition, the new school boards must carry over 
negotiating into 1999, 344 re-opened support staff 
agreements representing some 44,206 employees. Further, 
the agreement between the provincial government and its 
64,802 employees represented by the Ontario Public 
Service Employees Union expired on December 31, 1998. 

Aside from the BPS negotiation activity noted above, 
a large number of bargaining situations will be 
concentrated in food and beverage, fabricated metals, 
transportation, utilities (electric, gas, water), wholesale 
trade and retail trade, as well as accommodation and food 
services. (See Tables 1 & 2.) 


Economic Setting 


Collective bargaining in 1999 will take place in a 
moderate economic growth environment. In 1998, 
Ontario’s real domestic product is estimated to rise by 
3.7%, largely as a result of strong growth in retail sales, 


construction, and continued export growth. According to 
the survey of private-sector forecasts conducted by the 
Ministry of Finance! , economic growth will be in the range 
of 3.0% to 2.2% for 1999 and 3.8% to 2.3% for 2000. 
The pace of expansion is expected to exceed the rates for 
other provinces. (See Figure 2 below.) 

The annual inflation rate, as measured by the Ontario 
Consumer Price Index (CPI), is estimated at 0.9% in 1998, 
down significantly from 1.9% in 1997. Private sector 
forecasts predict that inflation will remain low at an average 
of 1.8% in 1999 and 1.7% in 2000. 

The national unemployment rate for 1998 was 8.4%, 
down from 9.2% in 1997. Ontario’s unemployment rate 
fell by 1.2 percentage points to 7.2% in 1998. Current 
forecasts predict that Ontario’s unemployment rate will be 
in the range of 6.5% to 7.4% in 1999 and 6.8% to 7.3% in 
2000. 

For collective agreements covering 200 and more 
Ontario employees settled during the first eleven months 
of 1998, increases to base wage rates averaged 1.6% per 
year, an increase of 0.5% over the 1997 figure. Wage 
settlements in construction (2.2%) and manufacturing 
(2.3%) were major contributors to an average annual wage 
increase in the private sector of 2.2%. In the public sector, 
wage settlements remained low at 1.0%, up 0.3% from 
1997. Among all industries, wage settlements in educational 
services were the lowest at the 0.6% level. 

Moderate economic growth and improving labour market 
conditions may add pressure for higher wage settlements in 
1999. However, low inflation, global restructuring, and 


‘Ministry of Finance: 1998 Ontario Economic Outlook and Fiscal Review. 


Figure 2 - SELECTED ECONOMIC INDICATORS, 1993 - 2000 
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financial restraints due to public sector restructuring will 
moderate the effect on overall wage demands. Issues such 
as job security, income protection, and labour adjustment 
will again remain high on the bargaining agenda for 1999. 


Monthly Activity 


Expirations during the months of March, September 
and December cover the largest number of employees, 
representing 49% of the total for the year. Expirations in 
March are primarily in health and welfare services, and 
the transportation industry. December’s high volume of 
bargaining is primarily attributed to negotiations between 
the provincial government and the Ontario Provincial 
Police, numerous municipal government agreements, and 
management services. 

In terms of the highest monthly volume of contract 
expirations for 1998, March, June, and December are the 
most active. Further to the above, both March’s and June’s 
volumes are primarily due to bargaining activity in health 
and welfare services. In particular, June’s volume is largely 
composed of expiring agreements between numerous 
provincial nursing homes and the Ontario Nurses 
Association. December’s collective agreement expirations 
are primarily in the areas of municipal government and 
the health sector. 


Industrial Activity 


As in 1998, bargaining in 1999 will be concentrated in 
the non-manufacturing sector due to the large number of 
agreements expiring in transportation, utilities (electric, 


gas, water), health and welfare, local government, and 
other services. A total of 1,649 collective agreements 
will expire in the non-manufacturing sector, covering 
approximately 165,000 employees. These figures 
represent 69% of all expirations for 1999 and 
approximately 56% of all employees. For 1999, the 
BPS accounts for 52% of non-manufacturing agreement 
expirations as well as 52% of these employees. 

The manufacturing sector comprises of about 21% 
of bargaining in 1999 covering 44% of employees 
scheduled to bargain. Manufacturing sector bargaining 
is largely concentrated in fabricated metals, food and 
beverage, and transportation equipment. The food and 
beverage industry has one hundred and six collective 
agreements covering more than 12,000 employees 
expiring in 1999, primarily from January to June and 
December. Of the 127,614 manufacturing employees 
with agreements expiring in 1999, 50,513, or 40%, 
have agreements expiring in September between the 
Canadian Auto Workers and Canada’s three largest 
automakers, Chrysler, General Motors, and Ford. The 
outcome of these negotiations, as in the past, will have 
a ripple effect throughout the economy and in particular, 
throughout the Greater Toronto Region whose 
economic fortunes are closely tied to the auto industry. 

Just over one quarter (27%) of all private sector 
agreements are scheduled to expire in 1999. Major 
private sector negotiations include food and beverage 
(J.M. Schneider), pulp and paper (Kimberly-Clark, 
Spruce Falls Inc.), primary metals (Algoma Steel), 


Figure 3 - MONTHLY BARGAINING ACTIVITY, 1999 
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transportation equipment ( National Steel Car, Chrysler, 
Ford Motors, General Motors), chemicals (Bayer Inc.), 
transportation (Air Canada), communications (Bell 
Canada), retail trade (Pharma Plus Drugmarts, Great 
Atlantic & Pacific Co.), recreational services (Canadian 
Theatre Professional Association), management services 
(Pinkertons of Canada, Purolator Courier Ltd.), and 
accommodation services (Toronto Hotel Employers 
Association). 

Major public sector negotiations will take place in 
transportation (Toronto Transit Commission, Ottawa- 
Carleton Transit), education and related services (York 
University, McMaster University, University of Toronto), 
federal government (Treasury Board of Canada), provincial 
government ( Ontario Provincial Police, Workplace Safety 
& Insurance Board), and municipal government (Peel 


Region Police, Ottawa-Carleton municipality 
(professional)). 


Union Activity 


Among the eighty-four different unions involved in 
bargaining in 1999, about 70% of all employees in 
negotiations are represented by ten unions (see chart below) 
with the Canadian Auto Workers making up the largest 
single share at 24% .The other nine unions are the United 
Steelworkers, the Canadian Union of Public Employees, 
the United Food & Commercial Workers, the Ontario 
Public Service Employees Union, the Amalgamated Transit 
Union, the Professional Institute of the (Federal) Public 
Service, the Communications, Energy, & Paperworkers 
Union, the Service Employees International Union, and 
The International Association of Machinists (IAM). 


UNIONS WITH 1999 CONTRACT EXPIRIES COVERING THE LARGEST 
NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES 


Canadian Auto Workers (CAW) 

United Steelworkers of America (USWA) 
Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE) 
United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) 
Ontario Public Service Employees Union (OPSEU) 


Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU) 


Professional Institute of the Public Service of 
Canada (PIPSC) 


Communications, Energy and Paperworkers Union 
of Canada (CEP) 


Service Employees International Union (SEIU) 


International Association of Machinists and 
Aerospace Workers (IAMAW) 


Total 


% of All 
Employees 
Contracts 


Agreements Employees 


72,673 ' 24.8 
29,054 9.9 
28,473 o.7 
19,034 6.5 
11,537 4.0 
10,912 3.7 
8,551 2.9 
8,366 2.8 
8,293 2.8 


5,951 2.0 


202,844 





Source: Office of Collective Bargaining Information, Ontario Ministry of Labour 
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